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part of the definite social life of the world, there
must of course be an order of ministers whose
business it is to preach it, and to bring it home
to the minds of men. Such men will be set
apart by a solemn initiation to their office ; the
more solemn the initiation is, the more faithful
they will be. The question rather is what extent
of spiritual power such ministers may claim. The
essence of religious liberty is that men should
feel that there is nothing whatever that stands
between themselves and God ; that they can
approach God with perfect and simple access;
that they can speak to Him without concealment
of their sins, and receive from Him the comforting
sense of the possibility of forgiveness. Of course
the sense of sin is a terribly complicated one,
because it seems to be made up partly of an
inner sense of transgression, a sense of failure,
a consciousness that we have acted unworthily,
meanly, miserably. Yet the sense of sin follows
many acts that are not in themselves necessarily
disastrous cither to oneself or the community.
Then there is a further sense of sin, perhaps
developed by long inheritance of instinct, which
seems to attend acts not in themselves sinful,
but which menace the security of society* For